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An introduction to the Clinical
Research Collaboration Cymru (CRC Cymru) 
The Clinical Research Collaboration Cymru (CRC Cymru) is part of the strategic work programme of the Wales Office of Research and Development (WORD) and was developed to provide an internationally competitive research infrastructure for health and social care in Wales. 
CRC Cymru includes ten research networks, six research infrastructure and technical support groups, three trials units and a coordinating centre. The thematic networks include cancer, children and young people; older people and aging; learning disabilities and autism; diabetes; mental health; epilepsy; dementias and neurodegenerative diseases; public health improvement; and emergency and unscheduled treatment. These are supported by a number of research infrastructure and technical support groups including: health economics; health information; R&D governance and management; black and ethnic minority; welsh language issues; and an academic research network. The whole research process is underpinned by three trial units who carry out a range of activities from study design, conduct and analysis to publication. The co-ordinating centre supports activities by administering a steering group and providing a research professional network, service user and carer network and a training programme. 
The aims of CRC Cymru are to increase research activity in Wales, especially large scale multi-centre trials, and improve the income generating powers of the research community from both commercial and non commercial sources. It will achieve this by:
· Improving the quality and quantity of research in health and social care
· Improving the coordination of research
· Improving the efficiency and speed of research
· Improving the training of researchers in Wales in health and social care
· Improving the involvement of people in the initiation, management and dissemination of research
· Improving the dissemination and implementation of research
· Improving the health of the people in Wales

· Improving the wealth of Wales 

CRC Cymru also allows Wales to take advantage of collaborative opportunities offered by the development of its partner organisations in the UK Clinical Research Collaboration (UKCRC).  

Structure of CRC Cymru
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Thematic Research Networks

Wales Cancer Trials Network (WCTN)

The Wales Cancer Trials Network (WCTN) supports cancer clinical researchers in Wales to conduct prospective randomised trials and other well-designed studies of cancer studies with the aim of delivering benefits to patients more quickly. The network provides direct support to fourteen hospitals across Wales. This funds research staff and equipment, training and information management. Since the WCTN was established in 1998 it has helped treble activity in trials in Wales and is working to improve the speed, quality and integration of cancer research. The WCTN network support team is based in Cardiff and Regional Network Managers and Clinical Leads manage the three regions in Wales (North, South East and South West). Contact Sara.Shankland@velindre-tr.wales.nhs.uk, Kathy.Malinovszky@swansea-tr.wales.nhs.uk or Jayne.Jones@cd-tr.wales.nhs.uk for more information or visit www.wctn.org.uk. 

Children and Young People’s Health and Social Care
The Children and Young People’s Network was established to encourage and develop all aspects of research for the benefit of children and young people in Wales. It provides advice and expertise in research work with children, young people and their families and links with practitioners, policy makers, academics and service users.  The network is based in Cardiff and led by Catriona Williams, supported by network coordinator, Jennifer Shepherd. Contact Jennifer.sheperd@childreninwales.org.uk for more details or visit www.childreninwales.org.uk.
Older People and Aging Network (OPAN)

The aims of OPAN Cymru are to improve the lives of older people through the integration of research, policy and practice in Wales. The network facilitates collaborative research projects in order to raise the profile of research into ageing and contributes expertise to other projects that require an older people or ageing dimension. A consortium from Swansea, Cardiff and Bangor universities are responsible for coordinating the network’s activities. Network leads, Professor Judith Phillips and Dr Susan Lambert, are supported by network coordinators, Fiona McDonald and Christine Stock. Contact f.mcdonald@swansea.ac.uk or c.stock@swansea.ac.uk for more information or visit www.opanwales.org.uk
Epilepsy (WERN)

The Wales Epilepsy Research Network is a partnership between epilepsy specialists and medical scientists to further develop epilepsy research in Wales. The prime objective is to create a multi-disciplinary and co-operative approach to epilepsy research, facilitating the development of a programme of research to enhance best clinical and investigative practice in epilepsy. The network is coordinated from Swansea University and led by Professor Mark Rees, supported by network coordinator, Carrie Hammond. Contact c.l.hammond@swansea.ac.uk for more details.
Mental Health (MHRNC)

MHRN Cymru works towards coordinating and facilitating the delivery of large-scale research projects that will inform policy and practice as it develops, and translate basic science into practical ways of helping people. The network’s key objectives are to broaden the scope of research in mental health, including full involvement of service users, carers and frontline staff, and to help identify mental health research needs. The network also aims to develop research capacity through a range of initiatives at a local, regional and national level and to raise the standard of mental health and social care research. Network lead, Professor Keith Lloyd from Swansea University, and network coordinator, Gareth Morgan from Bangor University, manage the networks activities. For further information email gareth.morgan@bangor.ac.uk or visit www.mhrnc.org.
Diabetes (DRN)

The Diabetes network works to promote existing strengths and potential in diabetic research and care in Wales. It aims to ensure that the full advantages of multi-disciplinary research are applied to areas of diabetes and endocrinology and to develop the manpower, skill-base and capacity for research. It also aims to increase patient involvement in the research process and the dissemination of knowledge. The network’s activities are coordinated from Cardiff by network lead, Professor David Owens, and network coordinator, Annie Hutchings. For more details email hutchingsa@cardiff.ac.uk.
Dementias and Neurodegenerative Diseases (NEURODEM)

The scope of Neurodem includes Parkinson’s disease, Huntington’s disease, Motor Neurone disease and Alzheimer’s disease, as well as other forms of dementia. Neurodem aims to increase recruitment into research studies and broaden opportunities for service users to be actively involved. Neurodem are also working to increase links with basic science research and facilitate translational research and the conduct of large, pragmatic trials of interventions in services across Wales. The network is coordinated from Bangor University by network lead, Professor Bob Woods, and network coordinator, Gareth Morgan. Email gareth.morgan@bangor.ac.uk for further information or visit www.neurodemcymru.org.
Emergency and UnScheduled Treatment (TRUST)

TRUST was setup to address the imbalance between investment and research for the benefit of patients and the NHS. It will achieve this by developing and submitting research proposals, building research teams and increasing recruitment of research sites and patients. The network is working to build on existing research strength in emergency care in Wales and address areas where there is a lack of evidence to underpin current developments of priority. The network activities are coordinated from Swansea and Cardiff Universities. Network lead, Professor Helen Snooks, is supported by network coordinators, Julie Peconi and Laura Tapp. For further details contact j.peconi@swansea.ac.uk.
Learning Disabilities and Autism (LDAN)

The aim of the Learning Disabilities and Autism Network is to provide the infrastructure to support large scale, high quality research into the health and social care of people with learning disabilities or autistic spectrum disorders. Such research will impact on treatment and service design and delivery in Wales and beyond. Priority areas are addressing disparities in health and development and evaluating evolving service models and resource use. The network is coordinated from Cardiff University by network lead, Professor David Felce, and network coordinator, Stuart Todd. For further details contact Toddsp@cardiff.ac.uk. 
Public Health Improvement (PHIRN)
The main aim of PHIRN is to increase the quantity and quality of public health improvement research that is relevant to policy and practice. The intended outcome of PHIRN activities is successful project grant applications to major research funders, and rigorous evaluations of new initiatives in policy and practice. To do this the network is working to increase communication and collaboration between researchers, policy makers and practitioners in Wales. The network is coordinated from Cardiff University and directed by Professor Laurence Moore. He is supported by network coordinators Dr Simon Murphy and Sarah MacDonald. Email macdonalds@cardiff.ac.uk or visit www.phirn.org.uk for further information.
Research Infrastructure and Technical Support Groups
Wales Equality and Diversity in Health and Social Care Research and support Service (WEDHS)

WEDHS was established to ensure equality and diversity are taken into account in health and social care research, policy planning, decision-making, implementation and evaluation in Wales. The network aims to promote understanding about the needs and empowerment of Black and Minority Ethic (BME) populations in Wales through the development of multi-disciplinary research and a range of evidence-based support services. The network is led by Dr Roiyah Saltus who is based at the University of Glamorgan. For further details email rsaltus@glam.ac.uk.
Welsh Health Economics Support Service (WHESS)

WHESS was set up to support research and improve decision making in health and social care at national and local levels in Wales. The network provides health economic support at the early conceptual stages of proposal planning, in research funding applications, in research practice and in the dissemination of information. WHESS has three centres across Wales: the Health Economics and Policy Research Unit (HEPRU) at the University of Glamorgan; the Centre for the Economics and Policy in Health (CEPhI) at University of Wales Bangor; and the Institute for Health Research, (IHR) at the University of Wales Swansea. Network lead, Professor David Cohen, is supported by network coordinator, Angela Burke. For further information contact dcohen@glam.ac.uk.
Health Information Research Unit (HIRU)

The Health Information Research Unit for Wales (HIRU) harnesses the potential of routinely collected electronic data to support and undertake research. Its activities include: developing new methods for accessing and combining routine data; devising ways to use routinely collected data to support large scale studies; developing innovative approaches to knowledge discovery from the analysis of large and combined datasets; and developing methods for research data capture to meet  common standards and definitions in multiple and remote locations. The network is based at Swansea University and is lead by Dr David Ford and Professor Ronan Lyons. Email d.v.ford@swansea.ac.uk or r.a.lyons@swnasea.ac.uk for further information or visit www.chiral.swansea.ac.uk.
The Forum of NHS Wales for R&D Management in Health and Social Care (FORWARD)

FORWARD is a support service in Research Management & Governance and is an extension of the work of the All Wales R&D Managers' Forum, which was established in 2001 to share best practice. FORWARD’s remit includes all healthcare sectors and social care and it aims to provide an integrated approach to Research Management & Governance. FORWARD aims to streamline the regulatory processes, build the research infrastructure, provide effective communication channels and enhance the research environment for the benefit of participants, recipients and the research community. FORWARD is hosted by Pembrokeshire & Derwen NHS Trust and is lead by Dr Kerina Jones. Email kerina.forward@btinternet.com for further details.
Language Awareness Infrastructure Support Service (LLAIS)

LLAIS was established in March 2006 to provide advice and support about Welsh language awareness in health and social care. The network is working to raise awareness of the implications of language choice for service users in relation to clinical, legislative and statutory requirements and to offer guidance and support to ensure Welsh language and culture is taken into account at each stage of the research process. LLAIS also aims to integrate research findings relating to the needs of Welsh speakers into mainstream policy. The network is based at Bangor University and is directed by Gwerfyl Roberts and Dr Fiona Irvine. Email hss006@bangor.ac.uk or hssc05@bangor.ac.uk for more details or visit www.llais.org.
All Wales Alliance for Research and Development (AWARD)

AWARD is a multi-disciplinary network of academics, working to improve health and social care in Wales through high quality research. AWARD aims to raise the profile of Welsh Research and Development in health and social care by attracting new research funds into Wales and undertaking research and disseminating findings that will make a difference to practice and contribute to policy development. AWARD is coordinated from Bangor, Cardiff and Swansea Universities by three regional leads: Yvonne Tommis; Michael Shepherd; and Helen Snooks. Email contact@awardresearch.org.uk for further information or visit www.awardresearch.org.uk.
Wales Cancer Trials Unit (WCTU)

The WCTU was established in 2005 to develop studies of national and international importance.  Working on a range of sites within cancer, the WCTU develops, initiates, conducts and analyses randomised controlled trials and other well designed studies in the UK. Recruitment into its trials in Wales is via the Wales Cancer Trials Network and the results of its trials directly influence routine clinical practice within the National Health Service in Wales. The WCTU is based in Cardiff and its Scientific Director is Gareth Griffiths. For further information email Gareth.griffiths@velindre-tr.wales.nhs.uk or visit www.wctu.org.uk.
North Wales Organisations for Randomised Trials in Health (N-WORTH)
Founded in 2002, N-WORTH works to develop, manage, analyse and report pragmatic randomised trials to evaluate complex interventions in health and social care. NWORTH aims to increase the number, quality and progress of randomised trials conducted in or led from Wales and to work with research networks and the health care industry across Wales and beyond. They also work to develop expertise and teamwork and gain national and international recognition. The network’s activities are coordinated from Bangor University and directed by Professor Ian Russell, supported by NWORTH Manager, Ceri Bray. For further information email ian.russell@bangor.ac.uk or c.bray@bangor.ac.uk
South East Wales Trials Unit (SEWTU)
SEWTU works to build on existing multidisciplinary expertise in a wide variety of topic areas. Their portfolio covers diverse topics from pharmaceutical trials to the evaluation of complex interventions. SEWTU develops high quality trials in health and social care led by Welsh investigators and coordinates multi-centre trials and other well designed studies across the UK and beyond. SEWTU is based within the Centre for Health Sciences Research, Cardiff University, and is led by Dr Kerry Hood. Email hoodk1@cf.ac.uk for further information.
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